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ASPECTS OF LIFE IN 18™ CENTURY LEEK ILLUSTRATED BY WILLIAM
CHALLINOR’'S INSURANCE ACCOUNT BOOK: 1788 TO 1799
Bednall Collection BC2/1505

INTRODUCTION

Nowadays, insurance and particularly house andectsinsurance is a familiar and widely applied
concept. This was not the case however in the 1&fecentury when the first fire offices were
established in London and one of the earliest e$ehwasThe Fire Office which later changed its
name to The Phoenik Although this firm was short lived (it ceaseddemwriting fire insurance in

or about 1712) others, such as The Sun, survivedirathe 18 century (according to MawBr
“developed substantial business throughout Britaworking through a network of provincial
agents”. By the 1780s the Sun (and other) companies wenegepted in towns throughout the
country. One of these was the Phoenix Fire Offarejnsurance company founded in 1782 by a
group of London sugar refiners who, like other camps“carrying on extensive manufactories or
possessing merchandise to a great amburad found it difficult to obtain satisfactorydnrance
because London insurance companies limited the amthey would insure‘on goods or
merchandize lying in the premisés® The refiners concerned had therefore establishedThe
New Fire Offic&*. to overcome this problem and provide a servicethers in a similar situation
and the public at large, claiming that the publimwd “find this company as ready and as able to
make good the losses of those who shall be asbyrétem, as any of the respectable corporations
or societies which have hitherto carried on thisimess”.Initially, the firm'’s title also included the
words ‘Phoenix Societyand this shortly afterwards became its name, raend retained until, in
1813, it changed to the Phoenix Assurance Compéhypmdon®, &, “The first home of the “New
Fire Office” was No. 19 Lombard Street, London but1801 it also had an office at Charing Cross

and eventually the company moved its headquarefsig William Street.

The Phoenix offered to insurélduses, Buildings, Goods, Wares, Mechandize; Shipsrbour or
Docks and Ships Buildingftom loss or damage by fire and listed rates fola8ses of insurance
Class 1 of Common Insurances applied to buildingbrick or stone covered with slate, tiles or
lead which were separate from other buildings @pasated by a good party wall) and were not
used for hazardous trades or for storing hazardoaterials. This class of insurance was also
applied to the insurance of non-hazardous goodsgesaeic stored in a Class 1 building. Class 2
applied to more hazardous buildings such as thosstiucted of timber or plaster and roofed with
slates or tiles provided they were nor used fairsgohazardous goods or for hazardous trades.
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In this context, hazardous trades included cooppeesd or biscuit makers, ships-chandlers and
innholders. This class of insurance also appligehizardous goods and utensils and stock used in
hazardous trades, provided they were stored ik loristone buildings with tiled or slated roofs.
Class 3 insurance was provided for buildings ofomenhazardous construction, i.e. timber or plaster
or thatched stone buildings in which hazardousssaslere carried on or hazardous goods stored. In
this context hazardous goods included hay, stralxcam, glass, china and earthenware. Naturally
the premiums charged varied with the degree ofCislss 3 premiums being 2.5 to 3 times Class 1

premiums.

FIGURE 1: Phoenix arising from the ashes: the logthe Phoenix Assurance Co., Ltd.1936

Figure 2 shows an extract from a printed Phoenir Eiffice proposal for 1801, which gives the

company’s raté’s

FIGURE 2. Phoenix Fire Office insurance rates f801 (Bednall Collection BC2/1539)
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The premiums listed in Figure 2 are repeated inl@dbbelow for clarity:

Table 1. Phoenix Fire Office Rates for Annual Premims to be paid for assurance 1801
Class 1 Insurance Risks

For sums not exceeding £1000 2s per Clentum] maura.
For sums not exceeding £2000 -£3000 2s 6d pert@grper annum
Class 2 Insurance Risks

For sums not exceeding £1000 3s per Clentum] maura.
For sums above £1000 to £2000 in one risk 4s pemtGfn] per annum
For sums above £2000 to £3000 in one risk 5s pemtGfn] per annum
Class 3 Insurance Risks

For sums not exceeding £1000 5s per Clentum] maura.
For sums above £1000 to £2000 in one risk 7s 6€Cpmtum] per annum

Larger sums could be insured by special arrangearahby special agreement the Company would
also insurethe buildings, utensils and stock-in-trade of dlists, chymists, sugar-refiners, potters,
etc, and others whose trades are attended witlaerdinary risqué’ as well as “ships in harbour,
ships building or repairing, barges, lighters anlil kinds of watercraft The company considered
buildings and goods as separate risks and the fiatéssuring ships in harbour only covered fire
risks. Their rates for such ships were 4s per @Qfahper annum for sums not exceeding £2000 in
value and 5s per C[entum] per annum for sums nmexking £2000 to £5000.

By 1801 they were also prepared to insure propertforeign parts provided certain conditions

were met.

The Company’s fire engines were stationed in varic
parts of London and operated by Company engineets
firemen who wore crimson uniforms with silver baslg
bearing the emblem of a Phoenix rising from thenfia.

The latter was also the company’s fire-mark thasw
normally attached to property insured by the corgpz
(see Figure 3 below). The company was willing

subscribe towards the costs of purchasing or nepgil

“engines and other implements for extinguishingsfire

elsewhere in the country, in proportion to the nembf 4 W E': "'|{|| | Tr|

Vbbbl Lokttt bkl Lo
their insurances in any city or town. Sl
FIGURE 3 The Phoenix Fire Office

fire-mark (BC2/1539)
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One of the towns in which their fire-mark would kaveen seen in the 18entury was Leek in the
Moorlands of Staffordshire, where local solicitéfilliam Challinor, was the company’s agent.

William Challinor of Leek’s Accounts With The Phoenix Fire Office

Recently, the Bednall Collection has acquired ssveranuscript insurance documents, from the
now dispersed archives of an old established firprovincial solicitors, Messrs Challinor & Shaw
of Leek, Staffordshire. The most significant of¢aedocuments is a soft cover, insurance account
book, for the period 1788 to 1799. Although the mashthe insurance company is not specified on
the booR itself, its identity is clear from the coat of anand motto“Pro Patria Ejusque
Libertate” (“For My Country And lIts Liberty”) on the documéstcover and a related document,
William Challinor's “Account with the Proprietors of the Phoenix Firdfide 16th June 1795*

FIGURE 4 The cover of William Challinor’'s “InsuraadBook” (BC2/1506)

The Challinor fire insurance book covers accoumts(ahiefly) Staffordshire and Cheshire. It
contains 75 pages seven of which are devoted tadax of names (See Appendix 1). Altogether
approximately 57 accounts of policies were unddtemiby groups of Phoenix Fire Office Trustees
are recorded. In most cases the groups of trugteesally 3) associated with particular policies
are named (see Table below) and of these indivsduldhn Coop (or Coope), Frederick Hahn,

©Created by Alan-W-Bednall, Macclesfield 2013.



Bednall Collection BC2-1505 www.bednallarchive@ntlworld.com 5

Theophilus Pritzler, James Bell, George Shum, Robalker, Francis Kemble, Andrew Knies and

William Bracebridge underwrote between them (in latmbration with various partners)
approximately 61% of the policies.

Table 2: Phoenix Fire Office Trustees Named in Wm Rallinor's Accounts 1788-1799

(BC2/1505)

First Name Surname William Pyecroft.
James Bell William Pyecroft.
William Bracebridge Cars[ten]. Rhode
J. Bracebridge. Major Rohde
Lawrence Charleson Major Rohell.
John Coop H[erman]. Samler
Henry Eggers William Samler
George Griffin Jlohn]. A[dam]. Schwenck
Frederick Hahn George Shum
John Hawes G.G. Stonestreet
Nathaniel Jarman Robert Walker
Francis Kemble Thomas Walker
Andrew Knies Matthew Whiting
James Piercy William Pyecroft.
Theophilus Pritzler | Casp. Rhode

All those named are listed in Kent's Directory tbe Cities of London and Westminster, &
Borough of Southwark 1794, and other publicati@ssdirectors of the Phoenix Fire Office in the
4™ quarter of the 18century** *? The directories also show that some of them, MBjohde and
John Coope for example, were also directors ofroiieurance offices such as the Pelican Life
Insurance Officé® ** Major Rohde (1744 to 1819) for example, was propdirly typical of
Phoenix directors for he was a sugar refiner witkitess premises in Limehouse and the son of a
sugar baker. Carsten Rhode, who was his brotheg n who was also called Major RoHde.

Family ties and friendship cemented business oelaliips. George Shum the younger, for instance,
was the son-in-law of Herman Samler who, on dyimd 792, left his shares in the Phoenix Fire
Office to his younger sons Richard and William SerHi This seemed to be a fairly general
practice for Matthew Whiting (died 1807) left hi§ 8hares in the Phoenix Fire Office to his son
John and Lawrence Charlesworth (died ) to Lawrgnoeor'’. Ties of family and friendship are
suggested in the will of Andrew Knies of 43 Wello€¢ Square, St. George-in-the-East, London,
who died in 1810, for it not only mentions his trets John Balthazar, John Stephen and John

Knies but also a bequest to John Coope of OshdreetSsugar refiner and another (of his house in
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Well Close Square) to Theophilus Pritzler, bothediors of the Phoenix Fire Offic® Mawer
provides other examples of the transfer of shaedsden members of a family; their use as a
method of payment between Phoenix trustees and nelsét® The groupings of trustees
underwriting policies (company policy required 3r pmlicy) varies considerably as the listing

given in Appendix 2 shows.

As regards the individual accounts, Table 3 lisesibformation recorded and Figure 2 below shows

on a typical page.

Table 3: Policy Information Recorded (BC2/ 1505)

Date Range: 1788 to 1799
Insurance Company: The Phoenix Fire Office
Company Motto:

Policy Details:

Policy Date;

Policy Holder

Policy Holder's Address

Policy Number

Total Amount Insured
Premium

Date of Payment

Description of Property Insured

Trustees’ Names (usually 3).

William Challinor, Attorney-at-Law, 1752 to 1800

The Challinor firm of solicitors began in &entury Leek when William Challinor was articles t
John Davenport of Ball Haye (1730-1786). Challinater became Davenport's partner and
subsequently took over his practice. After Davetipateath, Challinor entered into partnership
with George Ridgway Killmister. The firm’s officeiithe 1§' century was adjacent to Challinor’s
house on Spout Street (now St. Edward’s Streetk.LEballinor's son (also William) entered the
business following his father's death and the fgrfiitk with the firm remained until the late 20
century. However, early in the f@entury the Challinor office moved to No. 10 Defityeet, Leek
where it remained until the firm’s demi&&*
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Naturally William Challinor insured “the househayods in his now dwelling house and offices
adjoining” for a substantial amount (£500) though the premises. This was because he was then
living in premises that he leased from Elizabetlh&we nee Birtles, wife of Simon Debank esquire.
It was part of the estate she inherited from hey weealthy father, which was no doubt insured

through another insurance ageRty-

Was Challinor's agency a profitable one? Anothedaied account for premises insured, through
Challinor, in the Phoenix Fire Office shows that tkotal value of policies issued to 44
policyholders was £39268 and the premiums for tioiger to £53-11s-00t. This suggests that
premiums were levied at an average rate of 2s 8€p@0 and the question is “What income did
Challinor derive from this? Fortunately, Challiopartner, G. R. Killmister wrote a letter to Mr
H. A. Hardy, the Company’s “Secretary for the Cqubepartment”, in October 1800, enclosing
the balance of his account for insurances. Thiswshthat on premiums totalling £20-9s-2d,
Killmister had incurred postage and carriage otk costs amounting to 11s-4d and other costs
(on 2 named policies) of 9s. His percentage ofptleeniums received amounted to £1-0s-5%d or
5% and after deducting all these charges, the balah premiums to be forwarded to the Fire
Office was £18-8s-4%4>.

The Premises Insured.

Apart from houses and shops, the property insurelides cotton mills, corn mills, a paper mill,

silkk warehouses and sheds, an iron foundry andmrottorks, several inns and two Cheshire
mansions, Capesthorne Hall and Thorneycroft Hallhe underwriters also insured (where
requested to do so) the contents of the variouklibgs including stock-in-trade, trade utensils,
clothing and occasionally china and glass. Fongte, in the case of the George Inn in Church
Street, Leek, the innholder, John Hargreave, imbtiie household goods for £200, his wearing
apparel for £50, his china and glass for £50 ared uténsils and stock for £150. Today the
corresponding values would be £19610, £4092 an@@lfespectively®
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FIGURE 5. Challinor's Insurance Policies Book: Rafj2

Challinor's insurance business mainly attractedallocustomers from Leek and townships
roundabout, such as Alstonefield, Caverswall, Hsbiough, Ipstones, Lane-End Delph and
Longnor, with a few from adjacent counties i.e. §ifiee and Derbyshire and one from Bedford in
Lancashire. For the most part, the properties @tiun these cases were either mills or large
mansions. The mansions were Capesthorne and TwafieHall in Cheshire, which were insured
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for £3000 (£21,000,000 to-day) and £1500 respdgtividne latter value seems low but perhaps this
was because the stables, coach house and outlgsildiere separately insured for £500. Edward
Thornycroft also insured his household goods f@dfPwhereas Davies Davenport didn’t bother.
In 1795, the architect James Farrington of Sandieah one of Challinor’s “distant” customers,
insuring with the Phoenix Fire Office a housédilding for the Reverend George Buckstome
Church Street, Ashbourne and its separate brewhdoseE750. Another was farmer Henry
Brassington of Caverswall who insured a block ofhbises in Lane End, Delph near Stoke-on-
Trent for £5007

The various mills insured by Challinor's agency gaaticularly interesting and included iron
founders John Weston & Co.’s, stone and tilenlpri* and cotton mill under one roofat
Waterhouses and Walter Bassett's brick, stone dadirobn “foundry and cotton mill in one
building” at Winkle Bridge, Waterfall. In April 1793, theilier of Bedford, Lancashire, John
Battersby, insured Bedford Mills (a water corn naifid cotton mill under one roof) and this raises
the question as to why he chose to do this thrabhghChallinor agency in Leek rather than an
agency local to the mills?®

Winkle Bridge was also the location of another istdial building owned by one of Challinor's
customers, Jonathon Hughes - a papermaker. Huigisesance policy provides, as all such policies
do, a succinct description of his works, which tloemprised a stone built, tiled mill, a thatched
drying house and a thatched stone stove houseer @tils worth mentioning are Thomas White's
cotton mill at Glutton Bridge in Derbyshire that svalmost certainly water-powered, since the
description mentionsstanding and going gears, all millwrights work aall fixed utensils. He
insured his mill for £25, his stock-in-trade for58Band his machinery, tools and equipment for

£600: a total assured value of £1200, on whichaie an annual premium of £3.

The enterprising Cantrells, Roger and Thomas otihtgton, were grocers and thread merchants
whose mill for grinding corn and spinning and twvigtcotton, at the Brund, Sheen, Staffordshire
was valued at only £150, i.e. less than half thinesed value of their utensils and stock-in-trade
(£350). Just £1.50 per annum provided them wittableé cover against possible loss. Other cotton
mills insured by William Challinor’'s agency in thgeriod included: the Mayfield Mill of Messrs

Woodroffe & Cotton, cotton manufacturers of Ashbr@jrDerbyshire and that of Uriah Corden &

Co., of Ashbourne at Alton in Staffordshire. Thétda is notable because although the mill,

workshop, warehouse and shop were valued at £1080estimated combined value of the
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machinery, tools, equipment and materials was £3006 high value of the latter suggests that the
“materials” included stock-in-trad&.

The cover provided for most of the dual-use milEswgubject to the condition that the policy would
be void“if any other than common grates, close or openahstoves or coakels within a distance
of not more than 1ft from a wall or brick or stohearths surrounded with fixed fenders and not
having more than 2ft of pipe leading there-fronpittie chimney or in case any drying stove or
singeing frame shall be placed in the same buildiog in any building adjoining and
communicating However, John Weston & Company’s water mill isexception. Why this should
be is not clear® The meaning of the wordcbakels mentioned above is uncertain but in this
context seems to mean some form of blacksmith’sasr founder’s furnace. Although it could
possibly mean a coke brazier, this seems unlikely.

Cotton wasn't the only textile of importance in theek area at this time, for like the neighbouring
towns of Macclesfield and Congleton, it had a vesitablished textile industry based on the
manufacturer of silk and mohair yarn and the twgstand twining of mohair and cotton thread and
worsted. *2 Challinor's agency insured the property and stoéka number of the leading silk
manufacturers and the account book, which is thgestuof this article, thus provides local histoga

with information about firms for whom there woultherwise be little or none.

Button Merchants, Ribbon Merchants and Other Silkmen

In the 17" and early 18 centuries button making had played an importarttipa_eek’s economic
development and although its importance had detlyethe end of the I8century, there were,
nevertheless, still button-makers and button mershactive in the area in the 1780s. One of the
latter was Josiah Gaunt of Alstonefield who in 1#@3ured his stock-in-trade for £200. He appears
to have lived in a substantial farmhouse for it dsdout buildings were also valued at £500
Other button merchants included George Pratt ofr€@hliane, Leek and Samuel Lucas whose
house and shade for twisting silk was behind a ofwhouses belonging to the bankrupt silk

throwster, Richard Myott, on School Bank (now ClsrRank) in LeeR*.

In 1751, Myott’s property was described as: “Alathmessuage, dwelling house or tenement with
appurtenances which had lately been then newlytedteduilt, converted and made into two
messuages or dwelling houses” ....... then late in therml holdings of possessions of the said

Sarah Myott & William Mayfield their undertenants assigns. And also all that new erected
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building then used as a shade or workhouse sitatthe north side of the same messuages or
dwelling houses and then occupied by the said Jobgmtt”. A later indenture (1787) rehearses
the above and adds “ all those five newly erectedsmages then lately erected and built by the said
Joseph Myott lying behind the aforementioned megssiar dwelling houses then in the several
holdings of Joseph Smith, Joseph Sheldon, JosemgeRobert Harrison and Charles Bowers".
Myott's houses (those fronting the former Schooluk® Bank) are shown in Figure 7 (LHS as
viewed and nearest the cameta)The insurance policy describes a major part efgitoperty as
“Richard Myott's house & bakehouse communicatingSmhool House Bank... house behind in
tenure of Dorothy Myott £50...workshop adjoining éntire of Richard Myott £50....5 houses £50
equally divided, tenanted by Thos Brassington, Samavenport, Mary Stubbs, Joseph Large and
James Sheldon —all brick & slateif".

FIGURE 6: The Town of Leek, Staffordshire 1838.

Some button merchants were also manufacturersisf and or ribbons. Partners John Fynney and
Thomas Knight, for example, described themselveBudi®n and Twist Manufacturers 1788 and
3 years later as button and ribbon merchants. 881Thomas Knight lived on Derby Street and

©Created by Alan-W-Bednall, Macclesfield 2013.



Bednall Collection BC2-1505 www.bednallarchive@ntlworld.com 12
behind his house stood a shed or shade, a stontatetied warehouse, button shop and counting
house,‘all under one roof”, containing utensils and stock-in-trade valued7ftC€ Knight also kept
stock to the value of £300 in the house. Theirngsghip was evidently a prosperous one because
when they renewed their insurance in 1791 theitksteas valued at £2350. By this time they had
acquired a shadefdr twisting, winding and weaving silk'in the Blackamoor’'s Head Yard. The
description of their other premises as beibgck and stone and tiled and thatcheduggests that
they had also rebuilt or extended their warehdUse.

FIGURE: 7: School Bank (now Clerk’s Bank) Leek,ffBtdshire. NB 1: The 3 small houses just
below the centre of the picture are timbered fraraed have crucks.

Challinor's customers also included Michael Dainthye most important local silkkman in the latter
part of the 18 century, whose business activities were mainhcentrated in Macclesfield, the town
to which he later moved. Unfortunately the propésyinsured in Leek (the Red Lion Inn and adjacent
buildings) was not connected with his silk busireasd adds nothing to our knowledge of it. Thisds n
surprising given that his silk mills were in Macfield. In the case of Samuel Sleigh of Westwood,
however, Challinor’s records do provide some infation about the property of Sleigh'’s firm (Sleigh,
Alsop & Sleigh) which was situated at the bottonSpbut Street, Ledkand comprised a two-storey
building, the ground floor of which was used asbhaon warehouse and the upper for winding silk.
Nearby was a row of 4 houses, occupied by 4 ofdingpany’s ribbon weavers and winders, adjoining
which was a shed (or shade) containing ribbon anving shops? Sleigh's shade was formerly
(1729) that of Joseph Jacksdhin 1791, the total value of the Sleigh & Co's pedy was, for fire
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insurance purposes, just £1400. This figure doesnlude the value of any stock-in-trade and tihus
is not possible to compare the figures with thaseother silkmen such as Benjamin & John Sitton.
The Suttons were ribbon merchants and their irmfusi Bailey's British Directory indicates that the
established their business sometime before 178Béyear in which Benjamin Sutton senior, a button
merchant, died??, 43,44 They carried on their business in premises adf@ogheir house and in rooms
over a stable and slaughter house in the Blackdmbigad Yard. Where their house was in Leek is
uncertaif®. However, to judge by the value of the utensilsl atock they insured, £6000, their
business was certainly a successful one and #is igi reinforced by John Sutton joining with Leek’s
major manufacturers, Fynney & Badnall, Sleigh, pl$b Co. and Phillips & Ford in supporting the
East India Company’s attempt to become organzineufaaturers in this country in 1798, 4’ The
description of their shade or silk factory is mdegailed than most, listing a counting house,estifig
shop, taking in room and warping shop. Most of ¢hiesms are self-explanatory butiffening is a
term usually associated with hat or fabric manuifi&ct Its use here suggests that the firm was
producing grogram ribbons i.e. ribbons made of ars® fabric of silk mixed with wool or mohair
and stiffened with gurff

FIGURE 8: George Pratt’'s Houses on Church Lane k.ee

Thomas Phillips and Hugh Ford were button and nibime@rchants on a scale that was considerable,
although not as great as that of the Suttons.iphiind Ford’s shade and workshops were situated
at Barn Yate® in Leek where they kept only £200 worth of utensind stock-in-trade: The

majority of their utensils and stock-in-trade (\eduat £3300) was kept in théwarehouse, shops,
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counting house, chambers and garrets, all underrong” behind and adjoining Thomas Phillips’
house in Stockwell Street, Leek.

From the above it is clear that many of Leeks legdiilk firms insured their businesses through
Challinor's agency. There may be more than migipieap at first sight because the accounts don't
always state the customer’s business. For exangiiea $mith, who lived on School Bank is

described merely as John Smith of Leek yet he hedsils and stock-in-trade in the warehouse
behind his house valued at £1000 and his entryaiief8s Directory (1784), shows that he was a

“Twist and button manufacturer”

Of the silkmen whose names do not occur in Chafnaccount book, the most important are:
Joseph Badnall of Mill Street, Leek, a silk dyerosh personal estate, when he died in 1803, was
estimated to be £2008F%; Messrs Mellor & Bagnall who had a water-poweri throwing mill

on Mill Street, Leek; Joshua Strangman; and Me&asnt & Co. Two of these, Mellor and
Strangman were Quakers and this may be the reabgrnthey were not insured by Challinor's
agency but they may have been insured by otheransa companies, such as the Sun Fire Office
or the Salop Company, whose records for the Leelt have yet to be fourig> Certainly, by the
1820s, Joseph Badnall's Mill Street dyehouses viresered with the Salop Fire Offic&, * and
other firms, such as Glendenning & Gaunt and SuftdDo, were insuring their property against
fire with the Norwich Union, probably because Cimalts had changed agencies By the 1830s
there were 6 fire office agencies in Leek but thedhix Company was not one of thef.

Houses, Sheds, Stables and Cowhouses

Altogether, Challinor's agency insured approximateb0 houses in Leek during the period from
June 1788 to June 1799. Their values ranged fraddnt&E£750 and the most valuable of these was
Thomas Sutton’s large brick and slated house omyD8treet, which probably stood on the site
where, two hundred years later, Boots the Cherhtitheir shop® The value of Sutton’s house
was £100 greater than Thomas Mills’ house at thedhef the Market Place, now known as
Foxlowe (see photo below). Both houses were ofralai design and probably, age, having been
built some 25 to 35 years before. Thomas Hollimgl stone, and slated house was valued at £500
and probably stood on the west side of Spout Streek although this is not stated in the insurance
description. If so then this house was formerlyt pathe estate and inheritance of Harry Lankford,
merchant®® A further 5% of properties had values rangingrfr8300 to £400 and a number of

these were inns. The George Inn, a relatively nailding with 15 room$? which stood on the
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corner of the Sheep Market and Church Street, \@hged at £400 or just £50 more than the brick,
stone and timber, tiled and slated, 13 roomed, Swarfacing it across the Sheep MarkeOther
inns mentioned include the Red Lion in the MarkkicE (£350); its companion, the brick and
timber, partially thatched, Blackamoor's Head at thottom of the Market Place (£250) and
innholder Thomas Wardle's Golden Lion in Churche8tr(£250). Several other properties had
brewhouses attached and although not named maybeavealehouses.
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THE HLACK'S HEAD,

FIGURE 9:The Black’s (formerly Blackamoor’s) Heddlze foot of the Market Place, Leek.

The name of Blackamoor’'s Head Inn occurs sevenag¢diin Challinor's account book and each
time the spelling is different i.e. Blackmoor’'s Hea 1789, Black-a-Moor’s Head in 1792 and
Blackamoor's Head in 1783 According to other sources the name first apmkaoenetime before

1764 when the lane at the head of which the inadsteas known as Blackmoor’s Head Lane and
the inn was known as the Blackmoor’'s Head by attldé&@73 and as the Blackamoor’'s Head by
1818%%1n 1793 As the above shows, the latter date canbre set back to at least 1793. As for the
building itself, it survived until the 1860s whetrwias rebuilt to Leek architect William Sugden’s
design. This building, which for many years was adlWorth’s store still stands at the bottom of

Leek Market Place to-day.
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FIGURE 10: Thomas Mills’ House at the head of therlkét Place, Leek. (Now known as Foxlowe)

As regards the usefulness of Challinor’s list diges as a guide to house values in Leek generally
there are several problems, the first of whicthat the total number of houses in the town of Leek
at this time is unknown. Bishop North’s Visitation1772 indicates that the number of households
in the parish was then 48tand implies that the town comprised 220 and 24s&bolds and had a
population of approximately 1020. The latter figis 24 to 35% lower than that obtained from the
Compton Census of 16%6and suggests that the number of households listéte return for Leek
relates to the town and not the pafi&if this is correct, then in 1772, the populatidriLeek was
approximately 1800, a figure more consistent with trebling of the town’s population between
about 1700 and 1811 reported by CStry.

To form an adequate guide to property sizes angesaih Leek in the late f&entury, the sample
provided by Challinors’ Insurance Agency accountibbwould not only need to be of adequate size
but also random. Assuming there were 400 housksek at this time, then the 132 houses insured
by Challinors would seem to be adequate but do filvew a truly random sample? The mean value
for all the houses listed (~£100) is twice the raad{£50) indicating that the sample is biased
towards the higher value properties in Leek. Furtteee, 1 in 3 of the properties was in Spout
Street and over 66% were in just 4 out of the #@et$ mentioned. Stockwell Street is represented
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by only 2 houses and Custard Lane by just 3. Tthere is the question of the remaining 260
houses and whether or not they were insured asm ivho with? The sample seems therefore to be

inadequate, in its coverage of the town and itsd@amess, as regards further statistical analysis.

A Greatly Improved Town.

In 1673, one visitor to Leek described the housessiops clustered around the church, moot hall
and market place ad%ut poor and for the most part thatcheéfd”. However, by 1750 much had
changed and another visitor described Leek"asconsiderable town; the buildings greatly
improved”. This was because of thgréat trade for making buttons for mens cloathdhait,
mohair, silk thread etcwhich he said employedfany hundreds of poor people and brought great
riches to the Gentlemen who procure the materialsut them to work'®® Just over 60 years later
Corry noted that the town had been almost rebuitir athe previous 100 years, commenting
especially on its wide and well paved main strdatge shops and the houses of silk manufacturers,
attorneys and surgeons that, he said, Wegeally commodious to the residents and ornamémts

the town”.

The descriptions of the properties Challinor's agemsured give some indication of the progress
that had been made in the 100 years since Blomaided it, for fewer than 21% of the houses
were either wholly or partially thatched and almbatf of these were sited in courts behind the
houses fronting Leek’s streets. But it was not dhiyroofs that had been improved for fewer than
13% of the properties were built wholly of stonbeTdescriptions of a further 29% of the properties
mention both brick and stone but the descriptiaesirconsistent and in some cases appear just to
be the insurer’s general description.éagck or stone, tiles or slateFhis may also the case with
descriptions that includ&imber” but its limited use suggests that such buildingsewin part
timber framed. One such was the Swan Inn, whicpitiesany renovations still retains some of its
ancient timbers. The most important of Leek’s remmg Georgian gentlemen’s residences,
including Foxlowe and that shown in Figure 11, aedieved to have been built (or rebuilt) in the
period 1745 to 1763°
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FIGURE 11: This substantial house on Derby Streetk, which carries the date 1760 over the
door, is one of the many improved “gentlemen’sdesces” built in Leek during the ¥&entury.

As regards the internal arrangements of these lgeen’s residences” we have to rely, for the
most part, on later sales catalogues such asdh#lé sale of Thomas Mills’ house “Foxlowe” in
1893, from which Figure 12 (below) was derivéd.The house then contained “an entrance hall,
dining, drawing and morning rooms, study, kitchegrvants hall, butler's pantry and housekeeper's
room, back kitchen, wash house and larders”. \Withexception of the®1floor morning rooms,
these formed the ground floor and the upper flaeommodated 11 bedrooms.

In considering Figure 12 it should be noted thatoading to Cleverdon, “The western rooms were
substantially altered in the nineteenth centurye $outh-western room was enlarged and the north-

western room was extended and given a fashionawesndow overlooking the gardeft”
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FIGURE 12: Plan of Foxlowe (No.1. Market Place, ke£893

Mill's partner, John Cruso senior, lived in a house the west side of Spout Street and it's
description in 1817 as “consisting of seven roomsadloor and three stories with good cellaring
garden yards stable and other conveniences theewdwsitaining 998 square yards of ground or
thereabouts”, suggests that it was not much sméilem Foxlowe® Cruso took over the Mills

©Created by Alan-W-Bednall, Macclesfield 2013.



Bednall Collection BC2-1505 www.bednallarchive@ntlworld.com 20
practice in 1806 and sometime later, possibly wiilis died in 1821, acquired and moved into
Mill's house at the head of the Market Place. Glu®ldest son, John, who was also a lawyer,
subsequently moved into the house on Spout Stkest. number 50 St. Edward Street, the much-
modified premises are occupied by the headquarfdte Leek United Building Society.

The house next door (No. 54) now provides a homeaféirm of Leek solicitors but in the 19
century it became, for a while, the home of thaiagentrepreneur, friend and colleague of William

Morris, Sir Thomas Wardle.

FIGURE 13 No. 54 St. Edward Street, Leek

No 64 St. Edward Street is a good example of tiieafdouse built by Leek’s successful silk and
mohair men in theSLhalf of the 18 century for it was built in 1747 for mohair merahaSamuel
Lankford, the father-in-law and partner of thatajrentrepreneur, Charles Roe of Macclesfield.
Some indication of the accommodation it provided t& gained from the 1911 Census which
shows that it then had 16 rooms not including thelery, washhouse, halls closets &t&
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Amongst the other particularly interesting premigesured through Challinors in the 1780s, was
one of Leek’s former inns, the Golden Lion. Theuirss described it as “a dwelling house (the
Golden Lion) situate in Church Street, brick, st@mal tiled or slated, in the tenure of Thomas
Wardle, innholder. £250. Two dwelling houses and stables adjoining with play and club rooms
over, behind the said house in same tenure orrfdertenants £200 and a butcher shop and stable
adjoining said house, brick, stone and thatchedal58 Leek, Staffordshire.” According to Walton
and Porter, the inn (in 1829) “boasted a bar andofns on the ground floor, a brewhouse and 11

bedrooms™®

The Golden Lion’s “play and club rooms” were nog thnly places where Leek audiences could
enjoy the theatre and other entertainments for,1B89, Leek’'s Swan Inn had acquired an
‘Assembly Room’, where those who could afford thlescription (7s 6d (37 1/2p) for ladies, 10s
(50p) for gentlemenyould entertain themselves and be entertaihédl. The Swan’s assembly
room has now been incorporated into the main mgldvith the removal of the wall that once
separated them but sadly the “Assembly Room” thetprding to Cleverdon, was once located at
the rear of the Red Lion was demolished duringcamerenovation. It seems likely that this was the
“new building with brewhouse, stables and warehawsger adjoining and behind” the Red Lion
referred to when it was insured by the Phoenix Bifice in 1792° %8 Many inns also had club
rooms where the town’s various friendly societieiittheir meeting& 5

It is interesting to note that only 6 years befitve Golden Lion was insured with the Phoenix Fire
Office by its then owner, the “playhouse and thébaloom” were (or should have been) converted

into a workshop for button merchant John Badnaflarrthe terms of his 7 year ledée.

One Leek family business that was founded at outthis time i.e. in 1796, survived for more than
145 years. Samuel Maskery was its founder and ctafeary was his business. Maskery appears to
have begun his business in a stone, tiled andhbdtbouse on Spout Street that he rented from
Leek linen draper, John Brougii.The house was one of the 5 adjoining houses olgdtough

that were valued at £100 (£20 each) for insurancpgses in 1788° Later the Maskerys moved
larger and better premises belonging to their lamblwho seems to have acquired considerable
additional property between 1788 and 1835These new, semi-detached, six room premises may
have been what was once the Holly Bush Inn aneve 58 St. Edward Street. As is shown by the
photograph of the premises on page 34 of The Syitieek Vol.1, the Maskery family eventually

acquired and extended into the neighbouring shapay. 58 & *°
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Other Buildings

At this period the courts and yards of Leek corgdinther buildings including stables, warehouses
and workshops. A number of silkmen lived closehteirt business premises; for instance Thomas
Phillips whose warehouse building, counting housg shop were in one building behind his house
in Stockwell Street, together with his shed, wodgsland ribbon shop. The warehouse, button shop
and counting house of another silkman, Thomas Knighre also in a building behind his home
(Derby Street) but differed from Phillips’s prensseot only in size but also in having a thatched,
rather than tiled or slated roof. Another warehousth a thatched roof was that behind John

Barlow's Queen’s Head Inn.

The buildings most commonly found behind Leek hsusere stables, followed by brewhouses
and bakehouses, the odd butchers shop and ocdgsianaunspecified shop. Sam Clowes of
Custard Lane was exceptional in also having a coshcamongst the several buildings in his
backyard. Currier Barnett Young's premises belir@dSwan Inn included a stable with room over

and 2 granaries. Many of these ancillary buildingse wholly or partially of stone and thatched

Housing the poor

The various premises described above were the hofrlesek’s business and professional classes
and tell us nothing of the homes of the poorer &foik. Those provided by charities and other
bodies perhaps indicate the standard that theytdelie the minimum for poor people of good
character. The Ash Almshouses, which had one-dmalfsstoreys with a single room on each floor,
provide one example, the 4 brick and tiled housested by the Quakers on what is now Overtons
Bank another. Each of the latter was approximatélft wide by 15ft deep and comprised one
room on the ground floor and a chamber over ithwaitfireplace and chimney to each room: to
build they cost just £50 (in 179%) These were not only limited in number but alsaavenly
available to carefully selected individuals. Similaouses, some of brick and tiled others of
rendered stone with thatched roofs, were availabklk firm employees and others elsewhere in
Leek and many survived until the late™6entury. However, many of Leek’s poorer townsfolk
could not afford to rent even the cheaper housasadle in the courts at the backs of the houses of
the better off and had to make to with one roora multi-occupancy house. In a few cases families

might have had to share a room.

Improvements in living conditions came in the setbalf of the 18 century as the activities of the
Leek Improvement Commissioners and various “bugdiciubs” combined with the town'’s

increasing prosperity, gradually modernised thentowrortunately, this did not sweep away some
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of the town’s more interesting stone and timbetddgs, many of which remain to this day but one
feature has definitely gone forever — the thataloeds. They didn't disappear quickly, however, for
in 1826, a foreign visitor noticed a stone housdh whatched roofs in Leé€k and such roofs
persisted in the town until after 1860 when theK.@ommissioners banned the material. Quite
when the last thatched house in Leek was eitheotigined or reroofed, is not known. In 1869 for
instance, the authorities granted John Carter arsdAin Brunt, permission to repair three houses
in St. Edwards Street, Leek, by removing theirpdated thatched roofs and fitting slated or tiled

roofs.% * Perhaps a search of local authority records wiiljgle an answer?

TO BE COMPLETED
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APPENDIX 1.

INDEX TO WILLIAM CHALLINOR’S PHOENIX FIRE OFFICE AC COUNTS
1788-1799
(Bednall Collection: BC2/1505)

Insurance Account Book, for the Phoenix Fire Offagency run by William Challinor of Leek,

Staffordshire, solicitor.
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APPENDIX 2

TRUSTEE GROUPS LISTED ON POLICIES 1788-1799
Theophilus Pritzler; George Shum; Thomas Walker
Francis Kemble; James Bell; George Griffin.

Francis Kemble; James Bell; John Hawes;

H. Samler; Andrew Knies; Frederick Hahn.

Francis Kemble; James Bell; John Hawes;

James Piercy; Nathaniel Jarman; J. A. Schwenck
James Piercy; Nathaniel Jarman; J. A. Schwenck.
James Bell; Robert Walker; John Coope.

Frederick Hahn; H. Samler; William Pyecroft.
Frederick Hahn; H. Samler; William Pyecroft.

Casp. Rhode; John Hawes; John Coope.

Francis Kemble; James Bell; John Coop.

Matthew Whiting; George Shum; J. Bracebridge.
Major Rohde; John Coop; J. Bracebridge.

John Coop; Robert Walker; William Pyecroft.

James Bell; H. Samler; Matthew Whiting.
Theophilus Pritzler; George Shum; Robert Walker.
Frederick Hahn; H. Samler; Andrew Knies.

George Griffin; Cast. Rhode; Matthew Whiting.
Andrew Knies; Lawrence Charleson; Frederick Hahn.
John Coop; Francis Kemble; Nathaniel Jarman
James Piercy; Frederick Hahn; John Coop.

James Bell; John Hawes; Francis Kemble.

Mathew Whiting, A. Bracebridge, Major Rohde. P.40
John Coop; Frederick Hahn; Lawrence Charleson.
Andrew Knies; J. A. Schwenck; William Pyecroft.
Francis Kemble; Robert Walker; William Sambler.
G. G. Stonestreet; John Coop; Lawrence Charleson.
William Samler; Nathaniel Jarman; William Bracely#d
Henry Eggers; Andrew Knies; Frederick Hahn.
George Shum; Matthew Whiting; Major Rohell.
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Appendix 3:
Leek, Staffordshire: Occupations 1783-1798
(Bednall Collection BC2/1505)
Occupation Location Name Page Comment
Baker ‘ Pedley, Thomas 19
Derby St., Phillips, John 42
‘ Spout St., Hambleton, S.,
Church Street Davenport, John 65
Blacksmith ‘ Adams, John 40
Brickmaker ‘ Fernyhough, William.
Button Merchant Church Walk Pratt, George 41
‘ Spout Street Fynney, John 22
Button & Ribbon Derby Street Knight, Thomas & 37
Merchants Fynney, John
‘ Phillips, Thomas & 46
Ford, John
Cabinet Maker  Stockwell Street Joinson, John., 13
Cooper ‘ Custard Lane Clowes, James 7
Currier Sheep Market Young, Barnett 4
Druggist Market Place & Challinor, Benjamin 65
Church Street
Flax Dresser See Ropemakers
Glazier ‘ Spout Street Yates, William 6
Grocer Mill Street Walker, George 28
‘ Goodwin, Samuel
Spout Street Sutton, Thomas 22
Grocer & Bread ‘ Taylor, George 23
Baker
School House Ban = Myott, Richard 9
Hatter ‘ Derby Street Howard, William 49
House painter Spout Street Yates, William 6 Also glazier
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Occupation
Innholder

Ironmonger

Joiner

Linen Draper

Liguor Merchant

Maltster
Mason
Mercer

Mercer & Linen
Draper

Miller

Ribbon
Merchants

www.bednallarchive@ntlworld.com
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Leek, Staffordshire: Occupations 1783-1798

(Bednall Collection BC2/1505)

Location
Sheep Market

Sheep Market
Market Place
Spout Street

Spout Street

Church Street
Market Place
Sheep Market
Market Place

Market Place

Spout Street
Mill Street
Market Place
Custard Lane

Sheep Market

Market Place

Derby Street
Market Place

Market Place

Mill Street
Spout Street

Spout Street

Name
Hargreaves, George

Wooliscroft, Thomas
Radford, John
Blackshaw, Samuel
Massey, George
Wardle, Thomas
Brough, William
Greaves, Thomas
Farrington, Richard
Etches, Ellen
Goodwin, Catherine

Harrooks, James

Stretch, Job
Wright, Thomas
Pratt, Thomas
Cockin, Samuel
Brough, John
Brough, George
Etches, Richard
Mycock, Robert
Goostry, Daniel
Stringer, John

Hordern, Edward

Challinor, John

Sutton, Ben & John

Sleigh, Alsop &
Sleigh

Page
21
4
15
64
64
-
45
1
68
30
25
25

18
22
3

22
5

40
61
38
63
45
9

22
a7

34
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Comment
George Inn

Swan Inn
Blackamoor’s Head
Good Woman
Unicorn

The Golden Lion
The Red Lion

Also grocer.
dealer in pitch & tar

After death of Cath
Goodwin

& Grocer

Lane End

Of Alton
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Appendix 3:

Leek, Staffordshire: Occupations 1783-1798
(Bednall Collection BC2/1505)

Location
Spout Street

Spout Street

Spout Street
Spout Street
Sheep Market
Sheep Market

Sheep Market

Mill Street

Sheep Market

AW
a1

[any
(o]

(o)
B

Spout Street

N
o

[Eny
oo

Spout Street

[any
©

Spout Street
Derby Street
Derby Street

N
©

IS
w
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REFERENCES:
According to Mawer, the records of the Phoenixtaiel at Cambridge University Libraiyand on
the basis of these (specifically from CUL PX513)ikts the following information for the period
covering the Challinor documents:

Phoenix Fire Office Premiums, Losses, And Rates 782-1809

Year Value £ Premiums £ Losses £

1782-1809 17868700 151561 135118

1 Mawer, B., Data From The Phoenix Fire Offidetp://www.mawer.clara.net/phoenix.html

2 Bednall Collection BC2/1539 Unused printed propéman used by the Phoenix Fire Office in 1801

3 The Times, London 27 June 1785. re origin of thramany.

4'The London Sugar Refineries around 1800' by Wak&tern, Guildhall Miscellany No 3 (1954).

5 Croker, K. B., Things Phoenix 1782-1982. Berkoffsaciates Ltd 1982. Page 10.

6 University Archives, Cambridge University Libratyest Rd, Cambridge, CB3 9DR Phoenix Fire Officelglished
1782 by sugar refiners for sugar refiners.

"Cockerell, H. & Green, E. The British Insurance Bess 1547-1970: Heineman 1976

8 Bednall Collection BC2/1539 Unused printed propésan used by the Phoenix Fire Office in 1801.

9 Bednall Collection BC2/1505 William Challinor's Aount with the Proprietors of the Phoenix Fire Cfil788 to
1799

10 Bednall Collection BC2/400/5. List of insuranceithahe Phoenix Fire Office of premises and pedpld_eek,

Staffordshire [undated]

1 Kent's Directory of the Cities of London and Weistster, & Borough of Southwark for the Year 179seT
following is the listing of “Directors of the PhoerFire Office, Lombard Street, London”:

Bracebridge Abraham, Esq, Stanhope Street, Mayfair Pycroft Mr. Wm. Osborn Street, Whitechapel
Bracebridge Walter, Esq. Baynard Castle, Thame=eStr Rohde Major, Esq. Leman Street, Goodman'ds-iel

Charlesson Mr. Laurence, Osborn Place Rohde Mte@a¥/ell Close Square

Coope John, Esq. Osborne Street, Whitechapel Banime Esq. St. Andrew's Hill, Blackfriars
Eggers Henry, Esq. Great Garden Street, Ditto SaRithard, Esq. New Bridge Street, Ditto
Griffin Mr. George, Griffin's Wharf, Southwark Seknch Mr. John-Adam, Millbank, Westminster
Hahn, Frederick, Esq. Camberwell Shum George, B3gBedford Square

Hawes John, Esq. Mansel Street, Goodman's Fields alkeiMr. Robert, Old Fish Street

Jarman Nathaniel, Distaff Lane Whiting Mr. MattheRatcliffe Cross

Kemble Francis, Esg. 19, Swithin's Lane, Cannoae®tr

Knies Mr. Andrew, 30, Well Close-Square

Pritzler Mr. Theophilus, Battersea

Secretary: Worsley Mr. Thomas, Lombard Street:

Secretary for the County Department; Hardy Mr. HDitto

Accomptant: Body Mr. John, Ditto

Surveyor: Leverton Mr. Thomas, Great Queen Stigetoln's Inn Fields
Assessor of Damaged Goodginstanley Mr. Richard, Paternoster Row
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Manager of the Westminster Department: Walter Mhn] Charing Cross

2 The Royal Kalendar or Complete Annual Registerfogland, 1817; page 391. The Pelican Life Insuzabffice
and for Endowments of Children, Lombard Street. 71M&jor Rohde: James Bell; Wiliam Samler; John @&o
George Shum; John Hawes; William Walker; Sir WiiliaCurtis; Hugh Hammersley; John Brickwood; Adam
Bracebridge; Walter Bracebridge; Sir Charles Flovercretary: Thomas Parke.

The Phoenix Fire Office, Lombard Street & Charings3 1782 “for property from fire at home and abrdairectors
include Bell, the Bracebridges, Coope, William @yrtHHawes, the brothers Casten & Major Rohde, Rittgamler;
George Shum, William Davis, Sir Charles Flower,rdétetty Musspratt, William Nansen, Emanual Goodheromas

Rowcroft; Matthew & Thomas Wilson, John Taylor, aldarles Hampden Turner. Secretary: Jenkin Jones.

3 PRO Prob 11/1447. Will of John Coope dated 9 Jgnigd2. Proved London 13 August 1806.

4 PRO Prob 11/1447 John Coope, sugar refiner dié6.28ill dated 9 January 1802. Proved London 13usud 806.
Coope held 26 shares in the Phoenix Fire Office2zihshares in the Pelican Assurance Office.

' The Times. 1 April 1819: Death notices: Major Rehdied 30 March 1819.

6 PRO Prob 11/1222 Herman Samler, sugar refiner dfiléd 14 Nov. 1789. Codicil 7 Dec. 1792. ProvedRinhard
and William Samler and George Shum.

" PRO Probate 11/ Lawrence Charlesworth 1808: Lisftl4 shares in the Phoenix Fire Office to his kawrence
junior

8 PRO Probate 11/1509 Andrew Knies of 43 Well ClSg@iare, St. George in the East. Died 1810. To ‘Hheenix
Firemans’ Fund” he left £100.

' Mawer, B., Data From The Phoenix Fire Office. (abeve) His examples are from the company’s recGtdls
PX5: Journal C, 1805-1818, and include the follapiransfers within families: 1806 John Coope (exec)oseph
Coope 8, W J Coope 12, John Coope 6; 1807 Matthéwiny 36 shares to John Scott Whiting and 1808 reame
Charleson 14 to Lawrence Charleson jun.,.

2 Victoria County History of Staffordshire, vol Viz123.

2L Cleverdon, F., Landscape With Buildings :A Nortaf®rdshire study based on the medieval parisheek. The
University of Sheffield, Faculty of Education, Pliesis: March 2002. Page 260 10 Derby Street deduyy William
Challinor by 1821.

22 BC2/563-1 Abstract of the title of the trusteeslenthe will of Elizabeth Debank, deceased, towskpgarden and
premises in Spout Street, Leek, Staffordshire nidter and Challinor, Leek. Undated but about 1814.

% BC2/1505 William Challinor's Account with the Phie Fire Office, Pages 12.
24 BC2/400/4 Account of persons insured in Phoenig Biffice —with the sums. Undated.

% BC2/400/6 Letter written "with insurances” by G.Klimister of Leek, Staffordshire to a Mr Hardy Gth October
1800.

261 awrence H. Officer and Samuel H. Williamson, '#Wways to Compute the Relative Value of a UK Padintbunt,
1270 to Present," Measuring Worth, 2013 . URLw.measuringworth.com/ukcompare

2 BC2/1505 pages 13 Capesthorn & 32 Thorneycroft Hal
2 BC2/1505 pages 56, 57, 58.

29 BC2/1505 pages 54, 55, & 60.
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30BC2/1505 pages 33, 51 & 52

31 For other clauses and further insights intoriasce policies against fire at this period seeStpplement to A
Treatise on Pleading: Containing a Copious Colbectf Practical Proceedings in Personal, Real aad/Actions”
Joseph Chitty, Inner Temple, barrister at law. Rhledby Isaac Riley, 39, Prune-street. Philadelphia 18a48ep 325
t0 330 .

32 Aikin, J., Description of the County for 30 or40les around Manchester, London, John Stockdale51@avid &
Charles reprint 1968.

33BC2/1505 page 59.

3 Bc2/1505 page 35. January 1791. Richard Myott'sshewon School House Bank. Assigned to Joseph Bad#al
small houses adjoining in tenure of C. Bowers, dlki, J. Large, and J.Sheldon, £100 in equal pitapuo Also a
house behind in the tenure of Samuel Lucas butterminant £150, and a shed adjoining the last (festitvg silk) in
tenure of Thomas Knight & John Fynney button merch&850. All brick & tiled.

35 BC2/183 Abstract of the title of Richard Badnalitwisting shades, houses and a piece of gard€esks Bank,
Leek, Staffordshire. Freshfield & Son. Lot 33

3 BC2/1505 Page 9 Oct. 1788. Richard Myott's housgakehouse communicating on School House Bank...
37 BC2/1505 William Challinor's Account with the Phuie Fire Office, Pages 14 and 37.

% The Spout Street premises etc are now number. Ed@tard Street.

%9 Bcargss Mortgage, dated 17 March 1866, by HughgBleif Leek, Staffordshire to the Reverend JererBaimes
of Fenny Bentley, Derbyshire, of a house in St. Bdils Street formerly Spout Street, Leek, Staffardshith the
adjoining silk shade and warehouse, all of whicheatben occupied by Hugh Sleigh, and four houseddards in
Canal Street, Leek.

40\/CH 7-107 & Co's shed at the bottom or South en8pdut Street.

41 BC1/119 Copy of the will, 6 February 1787, of Bamjn Sutton of Leek, Staffs., Ribbon Merchant. Basis of £60
to his brother William for life plus £5-5s for maung. Bequests £300 each to his sisters Ann, EitgtSarah and
Mary Sutton. Residue of his real and personal @stahis brother John and his brother in law ThoBwtson. Will was
witnessed by Nathan Sutton, George Thompson anliaWilordon . See also BC1/Copy of the will, 4 tkai800, of
John Sutton of Leek, Staffs., Ribbon Merchant.

2 Some Memorial Inscriptions: Leek, StaffordshireE8tvard's Churchyard, St Luke's Churchyard & Leekn@tery:
contributed by Alf Beard, 7th May 2003. Extractsrir entry for grave D2.

Benjamin Sutton, died 9 March 1783, age 64; Benjajonior, died 26 Aug 1792, age 56; John, sonaijBmin
(senior), died 6 Sept 1800, age 42.

43 Bailey’s British Directory 1784-*iEdition. Leek, Staffordshire.
“ The Universal British Directory of Trade, Commearal Manufacture 1793.

45 BC1/579 Atticles of copartnership dated 1st Sepemi815 between Thomas Sutton, William Suttonn&isa
Wakeman and John Hand, manufacturers of Silk RippBattons and Twist.. Thomas Sutton and his pastoamried

on their tradéwithin the houses warehouses, shops, shadesildlirigs situate and being in or near Custard Lamela
in Mill Street, Leek"are seem likely to have been the premises us&kbjamin & John Sutton some 30 years earlier.

46 Considerations on the attempt of the East-India @omg to become Manufacturers in Great Britain: Land796.
Page 30. Author unknown. (See http://www.forgot@oits.org/ 2013 or for a complete copy Google Books.

Leek, 23" November 1795. The undersigned riband manufacturfeteek, having made repeated trials of the East-
India Company's Bengal organzine, are of opiniat ithhas been of great service, and if finer silkes thrown, it will
certainly be more so. They therefore anxiously hdfpet in future the Company will bring a more aenplipply into
the market, particularly of a finer size. (Sign@d)LIPS & FORD, FYNNEY & BADNALL, SLEIGH, ALSOP, & Co. JoHN
SUTTON.

©Created by Alan-W-Bednall, Macclesfield 2013.



Bednall Collection BC2-1505 www.bednallarchive@ntlworld.com 34

4" Organzine is a fine soft, double twisted silk.

“8 The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary On Histori€ainciples. 3 Edition, Volume I, Guild Publishing USA
1983.

49 Otherwise Barn Gates or Tithe Barn Gates.

0 PRO. Probate 11/1395, Folios 344-347 Will of JbsBadnall of Leek, Staffordshire, dyef" Bpril 1779. Probate
granted 13 July 1803.

51 BC2/400/4 Wm Challinor's Account with the Phoeffixe Office 1793-1794. J. Badnall & Co are listadhis as
paying a 12s premium for £600 of insurance but tvdicBadnall took out the insurance is uncleat esuld be either
Joseph Badnall or his step brother James. Theuowissured suggest it was the latter.

52SRO. D1176/C/25/3 Heaton & Co’s records, Endoaff&tSun Fire Insurance policy 1764.

53 Shropshire Archives, 3008/1 Salop Fire Office: @meorrespondence and other records.
The Salop Fire Office was established in 1780, emjdyed a privileged position locally until 1837 evha rival office,
the Shropshire and North Wales Assurance Compasyfevaned.

54 BC1/316 Draft security by appointment and relezfsseveral messuages, dyehouses and lands iratisk pf Leek,
Staffs with the assignment of the remainder ofatef 500 years from Mr G.K.Killmister for £2500Mr Joseph
Badnall of Leek, Silk Dyer, to Messrs Richard Ga&rfamuel Lucas both of the same place, Silkk Maatufrers,
dated 8 March 1828..

% SRO: Fire insurance policies including silk mill withestm engine house at Mill Street, Leek; stock
and utensils in warehouse at the back of Spouestreek; fire insurance policy for the mill andemty dwelling
houses, all in Leek 1802-1826. (Richard Badnall).

%6 BC1/1086 Insurances with the Norwich Union Firdi€fup to 17" January 1822. Messrs Sutton & Co property was
insured for £1200 and Messrs Glendening & Gaunr£6000

5" Pigot and Co's National Commerecial Directory, coisipg a classification of the merchants, bankersfessional
gentlemen, manufacturers and traders... in thet@suaf Derby, Hereford, Leicester, Lincoln, MonnttouNottingham,
Rutland, Salop, Stafford, Warwick and Worcested also... Wales. [1835]
[Seehttp://iwww.historicaldirectories.orh/

%8 poole, R., Yesterday's Town: Leek. Barracuda Bdd@8. Page 20

%9 BC2/886 (See also BC2/1220) Office copy extreminfthe will of Mrs. Elizabeth Haywood late of Leek
Staffordshire, wife of John Haywood of Leek, nuysean deceased, dated 7 November 1800. It contailasise from
a marriage settlement in which she granted to BfieCand Henry Jones their heirs and assigns ‘atlicgipital
messuage or dwelling house situate and being in,laethe west side of a certain strett called SSttetet together
with the yard and garden lying behind the samectbéore in the possession or occupation of Thonbrid deceased
and then of me"

%0 National Archives: Census Returns of England arsde/ 1911. RG14; Piece: 16634; Enumeration DisBIlct
Schedule 332 Ancestry.com. 1911 England Censuatidaé on-line]. Provo, UT, USA:

51 National Archives: Census Returns of England araded/ 1911. RG14; Piece: 16634; Enumeration DisOIct
Schedule 326’ Ancestry.com. 1911 England Censuslj@ae on-line]. Provo, UT, USA:

52 BC2/1505 William Challinor's Account with the Phie Fire Office, Pages 15, 47 and 62.

83 'Leek: Leek and LowgeA History of the County of Stafford: Volume 7: Leakd the Moorland&1996), pp. 84-169.
URL: http://www.british-history.ac.uk

54 Staffordshire County Council Education Dept. Ladigtory Source Book No. G20. Staffordshire Popatasince
1660. page 18, citing Lichfield Joint Record Offi88//5 Replies to Bishop North’s Visitation Articdg72.

% william Salt Library, Stafford, Salt MS33 The Cotop Census 1676
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% Local History Source Book No. G20. Staffordshigp®lation since 1660. page 18 The Compton Census fo
neighbouring Cheadle actually listed the housefiglttes for both town (220) and parish (384).

67 Corry, J., The History of Macclesfield With Separblistories Of Congleton, Knutsford, StockportxBin & Leek.
London 1817.

% Blome, R. Britania or a Geographical Descriptidthe Kingdom of England, Scotland and Ireland. diom 1673
% Wilkes, Richard. Notes for a History of Stafforétshcirca 1750. William Salt Library.
0 Listed Buildings in Leek, Staffordshire, Englandphfwww.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/england/stafishire/leek

IS Catalogue for the sale of Foxlow House, Market ®laeek, Staffordshire by auction at the Swan Hatetk on 14
December 1893.

2 Cleverdon, F., PhD thesis: March 2002. Page 258

73 BC2/1275 Draft particulars and conditions of dafeauction at "the house of William Stubbs the Rih Inn in
Leek in the County of Stafford on Friday 21 FebyuE817.

"4 Cleverdon, F., PhD thesis: March 2002. Page 257

s National Archives: Census Returns of England andeg/d911. RG14; Piece: 16634; Enumeration Dis®itt
Schedule 283" Ancestry.com. 1911 England Censuslj@ae on-line]. Provo, UT, USA:

6 Walton, C., Porter, L., The Spirit of Leek : 1 TR@" Century in Photographs. Landmarl Collector’s hity:
Landmark Publishing Ltd. 2000. Page 62.

77 BC2/1505 William Challinor's Account with the Phuie Fire Office, Page 7.

78 Macclesfield Courier 7th March 1835: The Leek CtyaBall is to be held at the Swan Inn, Leek on Halay 12
March 1835. Dancing commences at 8 o'clock. GemttesnTickets 10s 6d, Ladies Tickets 7s each. Temeluded.

" Cleverdon, F., PhD thesis: March 2002. Fig. 6 Ilitng SMDC Deeds of the Market Hall: sales cagale dated
1897.

80 Theatre Bill for The Assembly Room, Red Lion liheek May 1843. Leek Museum: Staffordshire Moorlands
District Council.Ref: 1994.177 (20/3834). In a theatre bill datedvly 1843 and headed “Extraordinary Novelty”, the
assembly room at the Red Lion hosted a two dayrpnoge of entertainment that included the celebraoethg

Roschii delivering “highly interesting and morakteriainments”; a reading of the play The Iron Chastl a display of
Magi% Art and Necromancy involving a mechanicalaatus. For lovers of Shakespeare, Othello wasisdée for

the 2% night.

81 BC2/1505 William Challinor's Account with the Phie Fire Office, Page 45.

82Abstract of Returns Relating to Poor, H.C. 98, @43 (1803-4), xiii. See also S.R.0., Q/SO/2406v.; W.S.L.,
CB/Leek/51; Macclesfield Courier & Herald, 7 Au®3D, p. 2 From: 'Leek: Leek and Lowe', A Historytlé County
of Stafford: Volume 7: Leek and the Moorlands (B9%p. 84-169.

URL: http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspxPopid=22911 .

83 BC2/1169 The Swan with Two Necks Sick Club, Legfaffordshire. Undated list headed: "Sir, Accogria your
request we have transmitted to you by the bearlphRéide, the High Steward of the Sick Club kepthet Sign of the
Swan with Two Necks the signatures of the Membelsriging to the said Society." A list of nameghafse absent
and the signatures of marks of those present fallo®d out of 27 were absent and 7 of those remgimiade their
marks. [Date possibly about 1817]

84 Sleigh Scrapbook Vol. 2: William Salt Lib. StaftbrDeed of lease agreement between John Badnatonb
merchant and William Allen , yeoman re rooms indyaf the Golden Lion used as playhouse. 15 Fe®217

85 BC2/400/6. Letter written "with insurances” by G.WRlimister of Leek, Staffordshire to a Mr Hardy 6th October
1800. The letter accompanied Killmister's draftf&8-8s-4.5d as the balance of his account foramses and the
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account is given. It shows that the sum postedaiidwas for all the premiums duty for insurance$hd received
less postage and "percentage on money receiskidg him to forward a policy to John Brough ofidastle,
Staffordshire mercer, on houses in Spout Street L 8taffordshire, occupied by Samuel Maskery, Jdfeegh, ?
Williams and Walter Osborne and insured from 9ttgéat 1800.

8 BC2/1505 William Challinor's Account with the Phie Fire Office, Page 5.

87 BC1/656 Claims for Rights of Common made to then@tssioners for Inclosing Lands in the Parish ofi_dated

1805. See also BC2/ 1419 Inclosure Of The CommAarisWaste Of Leek, Staffordshire: Draft summarglaims for
allotments under the Act, Book 1. A to M inclusive

88 The Spirit of Leek: 1 2D century in photos. Cathryn Walton & Landsay Portendmark Publishing Co. 2000. p.34

8Challinor, W., Lectures, Verses, Speeches And Risences, Printed & Published By M. H. Miller,"TisteOffice.
Bemrose & Sons, Old Bailey & Derby. 1891.

% National Archives UK: Census Returns of England Weles, 1911 RG14; Piece: 16634; Schedule Nun2igér:
Enumeration District:01: Leek, Staffordshire. Anicgsom Provo, UT, USA: [database on-line].

9 Cleverdon, F., PhD thesis: March 2002. Pages B&2-2

92 Bindman D., Riemann, G, Schinkel, K. F. The Erfglisurney. Page 132

%S.R.0., D.3226/1, no. 1402; D. 3226/2, nos. 14887, 1504, 1766, 1857, 1865, 1951 Cited in 'Léekk and
Lowe', A History of the County of Stafford: VolunTe Leek and the Moorlands (1996), pp. 84-169. URL:
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?com22911

94 BC2/662 Draft authority by John Carter & Mrs AnruBt, trustees of Robert Heath of Leek, deceasetpair
three houses in St. Edwards Street, Leek, Stafimeland dated 10 February 1869..

% Trebilcock, C., Phoenix Assurance & the Developmaf British Insurance' (2vols), Cambridge Univgrsress.
1999
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